
  TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON 

REGULAR MEETING 
 

June 5, 2019 

6:00 P.M. 

 

FLAG SALUTE 
Council President Trueblood led the assembly in the Pledge of Allegiance, announced that 
notice of the meeting was given in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, and 
followed by roll call. 
 

ROLL CALL 

PRESENT     ABSENT  
Elisabeth McCartney     
Jason Allen 
Donovan Gardner  
Gaye Burton  
Norma Trueblood 
 
Also, present: Mayor David Patriarca, Business Administrator Dennis Gonzalez, Solicitor 
Andrew Bayer and Township Clerk, Amy P. Cosnoski. 
 

CALL TO ORDER 
Council President Trueblood called the meeting to order at approximately 6:00 p.m.  
 

CLOSED SESSION 
  143-2019 Authorizes Council to go into Closed Session – Not adopted 
 

PUBLIC COMMENTS  
Council President Trueblood opened the meeting up to general public comments. 

 
Rocco Morra, 37 Foxglove St – 1. Advised that he is totally against the dissolution 
of the MUA. Stated he knows about water and how it can affect someone. 
Commented that he had contracted bladder cancer from the water in Camp Lejeune. 
Stated he thinks the MUA is good just the way it is and he never had a problem with 
it. Commented on the Public Works Department not being able to run the MUA 
because they can’t even fill a pot hole.  

 
Sandra Glawson, Browns Mills – 1. Commented on the flyer she received about the 
MUA. Noted that the homes behind Sunbury are paying $89.00 a month for water 
and that this is just to get water and does not include usage which is more. Stated that 
sewer would also be $120.00 a month and would go up over time. Stated if this were 
to happen, she would have to sell her home and move into a nursing home as she 
would not be able to afford it any more. Stated that if we were to sell to American 
Water, we would be charged the same as these homes behind Sunbury. Advised that 
she is aware of a law that you cannot take water from the aquafer and sell it. Stated 
that she appreciates the amount she pays every three months for her water. Stated 

that this will affect a lot of people. 2. Thanked the Mayor and Council for getting the 
road near Ft. Dix Elementary School fixed. Stated this will make such an 
improvement. Stated she is thankful that the old Acme is gone. Noted she loves this 
town and hopes to see it continue to improve and grow. Mayor Patriarca commented 
that the road she was referring to being paved was Catesville Road and is being done 
by our Streets & Roads Department and they are doing a wonderful job. Stated if she 
would like to speak with him about the misleading flyer that was sent out, he would 
be happy to explain to her what it is this Township is trying to do as he has the facts. 
Commented on American Water and stated that he agrees with her about their rates. 
Stated we would be foolish to let our water system go and we do a great job 
managing it. Ms. Glawson commented that it would be nice to get the information 
out to the residents about the water and sewer. Mr. Gonzalez noted that the MUA 
was just sewage and that the Township does the water. Discussion ensued on water 
and sewage. Mr. Gonzalez reiterated that the issue with the MUA has nothing to do 
with the water. Councilwoman McCartney asked when the next annual report would 
be done. Mayor Patriarca advised they would work on one and get it out.  

 
James Boland, 226 Filbert St. – 1. Commented on the issues that are on Press 

Avenue. 2. Stated we used to have great water but he does not drink our water 

anymore. 3. Commented on Resolution 146-2019 and asked if we do not already 

have a licensed Water Operator and if so, why we are not using them. 4. Stated he 



feels the flyer is more truthful then the Remington & Vernick report as that report 
was not based on an actual visit to the plant. Stated that the Remington & Vernick 
report states there is no cash reserve and the MUA has $6 million dollars and that is 
the biggest benefit to the Township to taking over the MUA. Stated that if the 
Township takes it over that money will not be on reserve for emergencies and its 
there because the emergencies are not happening. Asked how anyone knows what is 
going on with the plant if no one has been there. Commented on money coming 
from the Water Department and put into the General Fund. Went through several 
politics of the flyer. Stated that taking over the MUA is a bad idea. Commented that 
if taking over the MUA is supposed to be good for the general public then why has 
no one said anything to support that. Councilman Allen commented on Resolution 
146-2019 and that Mr. Boland seems to think this is for a new position. Mr. 
Gonzalez explained the circumstances regarding this position and noted that we do 
have licensed Water Operators. Noted that the person currently in this position 
decided he did not want the responsibility and asked to go back to his old job. 
Advised that another employee has been hired and does have one of the licenses and 
is working on obtaining the others. Noted that the contract with Remington & 
Vernick for a licensed operator until the new employee is fully licensed. Mayor 
Patriarca advised on why money from the Water budget is transferred to the general 
fund to cover health coverage for the Water Division. Mr. Gonzalez further 
explained the transferring of funds. Council President Trueblood reiterated that once 
the employee is fully licensed the contract with Remington & Vernick would be 
terminated.  
 

Glenn Malpetta, California Tr. – 1. Noted that he had raked and bagged his leaves 
in the fall and asked why we only have one pick up. Advised that he had received a 
notice of violation for having bagged leaves. Stated that he had taken 10 bags down 
to the Township and had hired a contractor to take the other 14 bags. Commented 
that not much time was given for him to abate the violation. Advised that 200 New 
Hampshire has bags of leaves as well and that he hopes Code Enforcement will do 
something about it. Council President Trueblood advised that starting June 13th, the 
Public Works yard would remain open from 2 p.m. to 7 p.m. on Thursdays for leaf 
drop off. Councilman Allen asked how this would be advertised. Mr. Gonzalez 
advised that they will put up a sign and announce it on the website. 
 

Tom Klink, Presidential Lakes – 1. Advised that he has been a resident since 1993 
and came up here on Monday to pay his garbage tax. Advised that he was charged a 
$.06 late fee and refused to pay it since the 1st was on a Saturday and we were not 
open to take payment. Stated he feels the Township should look at the date’s things 
are due and change the dates if they should fall on holidays or weekends.  

 
Michael Sawka, Scrapetown Rd. – 1. Commented on the Wi-Fi in the building and 
how bad it is and that it should be open to the public since the Township gets it for 
free. Mayor Patriarca stated that it was incorrect that the Township and Library have 

free Wi-Fi. Discussion on the Wi-Fi continued. 2. Mr. Sawka commented on the 
leaves and asked when the town is going to buy a leaf vacuum. Questioned why we 
are wasting money on plastic bags. Mayor Patriarca explained that we used to have 
those machines but with the size of the town and the sand in the area the machines 
would break down and were expensive to fix. It was suggested that they could use the 

biodegradable paper bags. 3. Commented on the Water Division and healthcare. 
Stated that the average cost of healthcare was $8,000 to $10,000 per employee. 
Mayor Patriarca stated that was incorrect. Mr. Sawka asked how many people were 
in the Water Division that actually use up the million dollars for healthcare. Mayor 
Patriarca stated they do not take a million dollars from the Water Division. 
Discussion ensued on the money going to the general fund. Mr. Gonzalez advised 
that they did not take a million dollars and that this was made up and is not in the 

budget. 4. Commented on the MUA going to Public Works and stated that they 
cannot even manage their on-line complaint system and if they cannot handle this 
how can they manage an MUA. Stated that Public Works should be fixed first before 

taking over the MUA. 5. Commented on the Resolution for a contract with Animal 
Control and asked what the policy is. Stated that he saw that there was a loose dog 
and the person who called it in was told to let it go until someone came on 
tomorrow. Asked if the Police Department takes over after hours and asked who 
does what and what is this contract for. Mr. Gonzalez noted that the services are 
done in accordance with State Law and regulations. Noted that our Animal Control 
Officer is retiring as of July 1st and that this contract was for after hours and 
emergencies only. Mr. Sawka questioned what is considered an emergency. 
Discussion ensued on how Animal Control is handled. Councilwoman McCartney 



asked about the wi-fi and how we can control that. Mayor Patriarca stated that they 
would look into it and noted that the building is terrible for a signal.  
 

Tom Klink, Presidential Lakes – 1. Noted that the wi-fi is bad everywhere because 
of the Military Base.  
 
Councilman Gardner advised that when he is doing the timer for the 5 minutes 
speaking time, when anyone other than the resident is speaking, he pauses the timer 
so the resident will get their full amount of time to talk. 

 
America Phillips, Presidential Lakes – 1. Noted that she is surprised to see the room 
full. Commented on the bleacher at the ballpark being full of splinters and needs to be 
replaced. Mayor Patriarca noted that they are in the process of looking at the parks in 

Presidential Lakes and elsewhere. 2. Commented on the basketball park at the beach 

park needs to be repaired as well as the cement is cracked and needs to be fixed. 3. 
Commented on the amount of garbage out on Spring Lake Boulevard and feels that 

signs should be put up. 4. Commented on the potholes on New York Road and is 

surprised the Township has not filled the holes yet. 5. Asked about yellow lines being 

put in Presidential Lakes. 6. Commented that she has nothing to do with the MUA 
but that she would back them.  

 
Terry Maldonado, Scammel Dr. – 1. Asked about the park in T&M Homes that was 
dismantled about two years ago and asked if it was going to be replaced. Mayor 
Patriarca noted that the Bond Ordinance that was recently introduced does have 
funding for park improvements and that is one of the parks to repaired. Ms. 

Maldonado advised that this section of town does not have a park for the kids. 2. Ms. 
Maldonado asked about Scammel Drive and noted that it was paved by the 
Township and that the manhole covers are higher than the roadway which is uneven. 
Mayor Patriarca advised that it is the MUA’s job to deal with the manhole covers 
and noted that we cannot raise the surface of the roadway up without causing 
flooding. Noted that the elevation of the roadways are set for drainage purposes.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed to the 
public.  
 
Council President Trueblood advised that there was a Resolution that would need to be 
added to the agenda.  
 
166-2019  Authorizing the purchase of a pre-owned vehicle from ‘Auto Lenders 

Liquidation Center, Inc.’ in an amount not to exceed $16,695.00 for use by 
the Department of Recreation & Senior Services.  

 
Motion by Allen and Burton to add Resolution 166-2019 to the Consent Agenda. Allen, 
yes; Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

Consent Agenda: All items listed with an asterisk (*) are considered to be routine by the 

Township Council and will be enacted by one motion. Should a Council Member wish to 

discuss a consent agenda item separately, that item can be removed from the consent 

agenda and considered in its normal sequence on the regular agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen asked to pull Resolutions 154-2019, 157-2019 and 165-2019.  
 

*MEETING MINUTES 

  
Regular Meeting Minutes of May 15, 2019. 

 
*CONSENT AGENDA RESOLUTIONS  

  

*CONSENT AGENDA  
  144-2019 Authorizes the discharge of a mortgage in the amount of $10,720.00 and note 

for Laurene M. Cole as to the premises known as 25 Sepulga Drive Block 636, 
Lot 14, Browns Mills, New Jersey. 

 
  145-2019 Authorizes the discharge of a mortgage in the amount of $10,330.00 and note 

for Laurene M. Cole as to the premises known as 25 Sepulga Drive Block 636, 
Lot 14, Browns Mills, New Jersey. 

 
  146-2019  Authorizes a contract with Remington & Vernick through its subsidiary Water 

Resource Management to provide licensed operator services for the Township 
Water Utility for a period of one year in an amount not to exceed $41,160.00. 



 
  147-2019 Authorizes the purchase of two (2) 2019 Eeger Beaver 1821 Tow Behind 

Brush Chippers for $120,536.10 from Mobark through the Sourcewell 
Cooperative Purchasing Agreement. 

 
  148-2019 Approves a Collective Negotiations Agreement with “PBA Local 260 – 

Superior Officers” for a term commencing January 1, 2018 and ending 
December 31, 2020. 

 
  149-2019 Transmitting a Zoning Ordinance amendment required by the Pinelands 

Commission. 
 

  150-2019 Transmitting a proposed Zoning Ordinance amendment as to the permitted 
uses in the R-100 Zoning District to the Planning Board. 

 
  151-2019 Authorizes various routine refunds in the total amount of $320.00. 

 
  152-2019 Authorizing the Township Tax Collector to prepare and mail 2019 estimated 

tax bills. 
 
  153-2019 Awarding a contract to Building Inspection Underwriters, Inc. for the 

provision of Third-Party Fire Sub-Code Inspection Services for a three-year 
period commencing on August 1, 2019. 

 
  154-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  155-2019 Authorizing the purchase of mixed concrete from Mershon Concrete, LLC in 

an amount not to exceed $8,900.00 under Burlington County Cooperative 
Contract No. 4-BUCCP-17005. 

 
  156-2019 Authorizing the endorsement of an insurance proceeds two party check from 

“The Philadelphia Contributionship” for repairs made to 96 Pasadena Road, 
Browns Mills, NJ on which the Township of Pemberton is a mortgage holder 
through an existing Housing Rehabilitation Program Loan in the amount of 
$8,225.00. 

 
  157-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
  158-2019 Requests permission from DLGS for insertion of a special item of revenue in 

the 2019 Budget in the amount of $76,381.46 from the NJDEP -Clean 
Communities Program for Pemberton Township Clean Communities 
Program. 

 
  159-2019 Authorizes a contract with Adams, Rehmann & Heggan for project design 

services related to the reconstruction of a portion of South Lakeshore Drive in 
an amount not to exceed $31,800.00. 

 
  160-2019 Authorizes release of maintenance guarantees for road opening permits to 

Roto Rooter in the total amount of $4,000.00. 
 
  161-2019 Authorizes an agreement with R.B. Coe Consulting, LLC for evaluation of the 

eligibility of nine (9) property owners for the Township's 2019 CDBG Small 
Cities Housing Rehabilitation Program. 

 
  162-2019 Authorizes an agreement with ARH Associates for design and surveying 

services for the Township's ADA and Streetscape Improvements on PBM 
Road from Trenton Road to Juliustown Road under the 2019 CDBG Small 
Cities Public Improvements Program. 

 
  163-2019  Requests permission from DLGS for insertion of a special item of revenue in 

the 2019 Budget in the amount of $154,000.00 from the Small Cities -  2019 
Housing Rehabilitation Program.   

 
  164-2019 Requests permission from DLGS for insertion of a special item of revenue in 

the 2019 Budget in the amount of $400,000.00 from the Small Cities 2019 
ADA Reconstruction Project. 

 
165-2019 Pulled from the Consent Agenda and considered later in the meeting. 

 
166-2019  Authorizing the purchase of a pre-owned vehicle from ‘Auto Lenders Liquidation 
ADDED Center, Inc.’ in an amount not to exceed $16,695.00 for use by the Department of 

Recreation & Senior Services.  
 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

*1. Purchases over $3,000 
  

a. Police Department – Purchase of (2) Panasonic cf-33 Tablets & Vehicle Doc with 
adapters from Wireless Electronics, in the total amount of $8,160.00. 

 
b. Police Department – Purchase of lights with installation and utility package from 



Tactical Public Safety, LLC in the total amount of $7,942.00. 
 

c. Public Works – Purchase of work to frame, pour and finish the front concrete apron at 
the Presidential Lakes Firehouse from Pioneer General Contracting Company, Inc. in 
the total amount of $10,800.00. 

 
d. Public Works – Purchase and installation of hanging heaters, thermostats, flue pipes 

and gas pipe for Presidential Lakes Firehouse from Arctic Heating & Cooling in the 
total amount of $14,900.00. 

 
 e.  Public Works - Purchase and installation of security system and fire alarm for 

Presidential Lakes Firehouse/Community Center from Epic Systems Group in the 
total amount of $11,549.19. 

 

2. Approval of Annual Licenses: 2019 Mobile Home Park, Belaire Estates and 2019 Used Car License 
for Fairton Oaks Village LLC, due to change of ownership.   

 

Motion by Allen and McCartney to approve the Consent Agenda as amended. Allen, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Gardner, yes; Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

TABLED RESOLUTIONS 
 
  130-2019 Authorizes the award of a contract for the provision of Microsoft 

Hosted E-Mail Exchange Services in CY2019 to LookFirst 
Technology, in the amount of $6,480.00.  Tabled from May 15, 2019 Meeting. 

  
 

Councilman Garner advised that he had received his clarification on this Resolution and 
was fine with this Resolution.  
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 130-2019. Gardner, yes 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

131-2019 Authorizes the award of a contract for the purchase and installation of 
new servers and related equipment to LookFirst Technology in the 
amount of $6,944.10. Tabled from May 15, 2019 Meeting. 

 
Councilman Gardner again stated that he had received clarification on this Resolution as 
well and was ready to proceed.  
 
Motion by Gardner and Burton to approve Resolution 131-2019. Gardner, yes; Burton, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 

RESOLUTIONS 
154-2019 Authorizing a contract with New Jersey Animal Control, LLC 

for the provision of Animal Control Services in the Township of 
Pemberton for a two-year period, commencing on July 1, 2019 in 
the total amount of $68,200.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

  
Councilman Allen questioned if the residents would be charged for Animal Control 
Services if they called for services. Mr. Gonzalez advised that they would not be 
charged and that the only cost would come if there was an issue with rabies. 
Councilman Allen advised that the emergency services were in the resolution and 
that the contract clarified what they were.  
 
Motion by Allen and Burton to approve Resolution 154-2019. Allen, yes; Burton, 
yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 
157-2019 Authorizes cancellation of outstanding checks in the total 

amount of $2,864.81. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen stated that some of the checks were less than a year old and asked f there 
was a minimal timeframe for the cancellation of checks. Mr. Gonzalez advised that it was 
six months.  
 
Motion by Allen and Gardner to approve Resolution 157-2019. Allen, yes; Gardner, yes; 
Burton, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 
 

165-2019 Authorizes the application to the NJ Department of Law and 
Public Safety, Division of Highway Traffic Safety, for the 2019 



'Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over Labor Day Crackdown' grant in 
the amount of $5,500.00. Pulled from the Consent Agenda. 

 
Councilman Allen advised that he would need to abstain from this Resolution as the 
grant is associated with his employer. 
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve Resolution 165-2019. Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, abstain; Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 

ORDINANCES FOR SECOND READING, PUBLIC HEARING AND/OR 

ADOPTION 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 19-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING  THE 
ACQUISITION OF THE PROPERTY LOCATED AT BLOCK 553, LOT 22 
COMMONLY KNOWN AS 11 BANK STREET BY NEGOTIATED PURCHASE OR 
EMINENT DOMAIN IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED FAIR MARKET VALUE 
PURSUANT TO A PROFESSIONAL APPRAISAL.  
 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion the meeting to public comments. Seeing 
no one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Motion by McCartney and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 19-2019. McCartney, yes; Gardner, 
yes; Burton, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 20-2019 
BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR THE ACQUISITION OF REAL PROPERTIES 
FOR REDEVELOPMENT AND/OR PARK EXPANSION PURPOSES, BY AND IN 
THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, IN THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE 
OF NEW JERSEY (THE “TOWNSHIP”); APPROPRIATING $210,000.00 THEREFOR 
AND AUTHORIZING THE ISSUANCE OF $200,000.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE 
TOWNSHIP TO FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF. 
 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion the meeting to public comments. 
 

James Boland, 226 Filbert St. – 1. Asked what the Township has in mind for this money. Mr. 
Gonzalez explained that the bulk of the Bond Ordinance is for the purchase of Jarvis Way to 
expand the park area and that any monies leftover will be used for park purposes.  
 
Seeing no other residents wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Motion by Burton and Gardner to adopt Ordinance 20-2019. Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; 
McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 
ORDINANCE NO. 21-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON AUTHORIZING THE 
PURCHASE OF THE PROPERTY KNOWN AS 4 JARVIS WAY, BLOCK 398, LOT 
17, FROM MICHAEL P. MCCORMICK IN THE AMOUNT OF $125,000.00. 
 
Council President Trueblood opened this portion the meeting to public comments. Seeing 
no one wishing to be heard, this portion of the meeting was closed.  
 
Motion McCartney and Burton to adopt Ordinance 21-2019. McCartney, yes; Burton, yes; 
Gardner, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  
 

ORDINANCES FOR INTRODUCTION 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 22-2019 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 190-16 OF THE CODE OF THE  
TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, ENTITLED ‘ZONING’. 
 
Motion by Allen and Burton to introduce Ordinance 22-2019 with a public hearing to be 
held on June 19th. Allen, yes; Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Trueblood, yes. 
Motion carried.   It was later determined that the Public Hearing on this ordinance could not be held 
on June 19th due to review and advertising requirements. 

 
 
ORDINANCE NO. 23-2019 



BOND ORDINANCE PROVIDING FOR BUILDING AND/OR PARK 
IMPROVEMENTS PURPOSES, BY AND IN THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, 
IN THE COUNTY OF BURLINGTON, STATE OF NEW JERSEY (THE 
“TOWNSHIP”); APPROPRIATING $210,000.00 THEREFOR AND AUTHORIZING 
THE ISSUANCE OF $200,000.00 BONDS OR NOTES OF THE TOWNSHIP TO 
FINANCE PART OF THE COSTS THEREOF. 
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to introduce Ordinance 23-2019 with a public hearing 
to be held on June 19th. Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Burton, yes; 
Trueblood, yes. Motion carried.  

 
ORDINANCE NO. 24-2019  
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 159, SUBDIVISION OF LAND, AND 
CHAPTER 190, ZONING, OF THE CODE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON, 
COUNTY OF BURLINGTON AND STATE OF NEW JERSEY. 
 
Motion by McCartney and Burton to introduce Ordinance 24-2019 with a public hearing to 
be held on June 19th. McCartney, yes; Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; Allen, yes: Trueblood, yes. 
Motion carried.  It was later determined that the Public Hearing on this ordinance could not be held 
on June 19th due to review and advertising requirements. 

 
 
ORDINANCE 25-2019 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE TOWNSHIP OF PEMBERTON CHPATER 141 OF THE 
TOWNSHIP CODE ENTITLED "PEACE AND GOOD ORDER". 

 
Motion by Burton and Gardner to introduce Ordinance 25-2019 with a public hearing to be 
held on June 19th. Burton, yes; Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; Allen, yes; Trueblood, yes. 
Motion carried.  
 

REPORTS & COMMUNICATIONS 

a. Engineer's Report – 5/30/2019 - No discussion.  
 

BILL LIST 
Approval by Council required for payment of vouchers on bill list dated 5/31/2019. 
 
Motion by Gardner and McCartney to approve the Bill List. Gardner, yes; McCartney, yes; 
Allen, yes with the exception of any and all grants and bills pertaining to the NJ State Police 
or the Attorney General's; Burton, yes; Trueblood, yes. Motion carried. 

SOLICITOR'S REPORT: 

Mr. Bayer reported: Nothing to report.  

 

MAYOR'S AND/OR BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR'S REPORT: 

 
Mayor Patriarca reported: Provided an update on the Firehouse and noted that there have 
been some delays due to the weather. Stated that they are putting up the brickwork and 
doing the flashing and soffit work. Noted that DPW is in doing the site work, grading and 
getting ready for the concrete sidewalks for the building. Commented that DPW is also out 
on Catesville Road and that the County is paving Pointville Road. Noted that the County 
will be closing the bridge in the Pemberton Borough soon. Advised that he along with the 
Chief of Police have been asking for meetings but has not had one. Noted that the County 
put a light at the bypass and he is trying to get the County to turn the light at the College 
into a blinking light. Commented that they are putting up a new fence at Reflections Park. 
Commented on the walk trail and the safe transit grant that was received for $500,000.00 a 
considerable about of time ago but that the State is very slow in processing approvals but it 
is finally moving along. Advised that they are building a wall along the retention pond at the 
library now and the access out to Evergreen Boulevard and the walk bridge has been 
ordered. Stated the project is on schedule and within the next few weeks they do expect to 
see some progress on this. Advised that the Safe Sidewalks to School program that we were 
awarded almost 3 years ago was finally authorized to obtain an Engineer by the State. 
Commented on the CDBG grant approval and that being approved tonight.  

Dennis Gonzalez reported: Wanted to take this opportunity to address the Council and the 
public regarding the mailer sent out by the MUA. Mr. Gonzalez read from a letter that he 
had prepared for Council and the Public.  

 



First, the mailing asserts that the Township does not employ persons with experience 
and the appropriate licensures to operate a sewage utility.  As we have stated publicly on 
several occasions, and as we have assured the Director of Local Government Services, 
Melanie Walter during a meeting on May 16, 2019, in the event the PTMUA is dissolved, 
the Township will offer employment to all PTMUA staff other than the Administrator of 
Administration and the Administrator of Operations, which we consider an unnecessary 
expense under the Township’s management structure.  Moreover, it appears that the 
PTMUA has failed to read the Township’s application to the Local Finance Board which 
clearly states that the Township “will retain the staff of the PTMUA, apart from certain 
duplicative administrative roles”. 

 
Second, the mailing states that the Township will transfer $4,344,100 in reserve 

funds (held and unused by the PTMUA for many years) to government accounts other than 
for sewage treatment and conveyance.  Again, it is clear that the PTMUA has not read the 
Township’s application for dissolution, which clearly states, in pertinent part, that “[t]he 
Township is amenable to a condition that requires the Township to dedicate all such monies 
[in the form of reserves currently held by the PTMUA] toward a system-wide engineering 
evaluation, a long-term plan for capital improvements, and the award of contracts for the 
consideration of said improvements.”  During the Township’s May 16, 2019 meeting with 
Director Walter we reiterated that the Township Administration desired that any Local 
Finance Board approval contain said condition.  This position has been relayed to the public 
during recent council meeting. 

 
Third, the mailing alleges that “authority assets could be sold to private entities if 

Township’s plan fails”.  This transparent fearmongering is unseemly and patently false in 
several respects.  We believe in the strongest terms that water and sewer utilities must 
remain in government ownership as stewards of public health and wellbeing.  In addition, 
we believe that the officials who manage and operate public utilities must be subject to the 
oversight of Township voters at elections.  Unlike the Township Mayor and Council 
Members who perform their duties only when selected by voters, PTMUA Board Members 
are not subject to the oversight of Township voters during elections.  Moreover, the 
PTMUA demonstrates that it has no understanding of the laws under which municipalities 
operate with respect to the sale of assets and the oversight of public utilities by State of New 
Jersey agencies. 

 
 Fourth, the PTMUA extolls the virtue of 50 years of experience but fails to tell 
Township residents that 39 years ago they were unable to meet their management and 
financial obligations to the residents of the Township, and had to be bailed out by the 
Township with the consent of the Local Finance Board.  The PTMUA fails to acknowledge 
that the bail out by the Township in 1980 included the sale of all PTMUA real and personal 
assets (except for vehicles and sewer receipts) to the Township with the Township leasing 
said assets back to the PTMUA for the management of the sewage utility.  It is noteworthy 
that the transfer of assets explicitly includes all purchases of real and personal property 
during the 40 year term of the lease (other than vehicles).  In sum, the Township owns the 
PTMUA assets not the PTMUA.   
 
 Fifth, the PTMUA claims it has no debt.  The truth is that 40 years ago it was 
effectively bankrupt.  The truth is that the Township’s debt includes the monies borrowed by 
the Township to bail out the PTMUA in 1980.  The truth is that the PTMUA is indebted to 
the Township for annual payments of $575,640.  And the truth is that without the 
responsible borrowing of the Township government there would be no roads paved, the 
lakes would be drained due to failing dams, parks would not have been constructed, there 
would be no new Presidential Lakes Firehouse and Community Center, and the Township’s 
water systems would have been neglected and in dire need of infrastructure improvements 
just like the PTMUA is today.  The residents of the Township deserve much better, and will 
get much better from this Mayor and Council. 
 

Sixth, the important question as to the PTMUA reserves of $4,344,100 is not that the 
PTMUA finally says it intends fund improvements.  The critical question is, why has the 
PTMUA been charging residents just to keep their funds in the bank instead of making 
annual investments in the system infrastructure?  What has the PTMUA been waiting for? 
The Township begins the process of dissolving the PTMUA and the PTMUA now decides 
to present a capital plan.  
   
 Seventh, why did the PTMUA just spend in excess of $2,000 of public funds to mail 
a postcard to Township residents misrepresenting the facts about the Township’s 
application?  
 



COMMENTS BY COUNCIL MEMBERS: 

 
Councilman Gardner – Noted that Council has several resolutions and ordinances that they 
seem to go through quickly and wanted to advise that this was because they have an open 
line of communication with Administration and the Township Clerk to get the information 
they need prior to the meetings. Wanted the public to know that they have knowledge 
behind the yes that they give. Commented that Council cannot control the vacant homes 
and who sells them. Noted that an additional leaf pick-up would cost approximately 
$83,000.00 and opening the yard later one evening is a good compromise. Asked the Mayor 
if we could contact Comcast about the wi-fi issue in the building. Commented on the 
branches all along Spring Lake Boulevard. Commented on Scammel Drive. Thanked all for 
coming out and for those that attended the Memorial Day events.  
 

Councilwoman Burton – Commented on the comedy dinner put on by the PTHS 
Interact/Rotary Club. Stated it was well attended and that the students were at their best. 
Advised that this Saturday was the Fishing Derby. Noted that the Recreation Department 
has discount tickets for theme parks and that residents can take advantage of this for their 
families. Asked if anyone needs a food pantry, she runs one out of her church. Thanked 
everyone for their comments and for coming out.  

 

Councilman Allen – Complimented the Township on the concession stand enhancement. 
Commented on Resolutions 144-2019 and 145-2019. Noted the information attached to 
these resolutions and that we should all love our family and friends as we truly do not know 
how much time we have with them. Thanked Administration for providing additional hours 
at the yard for leaf drop off. Thanked everyone for coming out.  

 
Councilwoman McCartney – Stated that they all appreciate everyone bringing their 
comments and concerns to them. Provided an example of how things are followed up on 
through their communication with Ms. Cosnoski and Administration. Mr. Allen noted that 
Ms. Dashiell also keeps them informed. Commented on Clean Communities and getting the 
money for the flowers at the triangle. Advised that it is working and is a continued work in 
progress. Thanked Administration for their transparency and for working with Council. 
Commented on Mr. Joseph giving a Southampton resident who is 100 years old and was in 
the class of 1935 in Pemberton Township, an honorary diploma, as she did not graduate. 
Advised that the BMIA and the Presidential Lakes Civic Association collaborated again and 
America Phillips opened her home to sell the flags for the 100th Anniversary. Advised that 
the President of the BMIA, Nadir Shakir, is starting the first annual Yard Contest as there 
are some very nice yards here. Advised that there were 3 homes that registered for that and 
that the BBQ on June 15th from 1:00 p.m. – 3:00 p.m. at the BMIA building and anyone can 
bring a side dish.  
 

Council President Trueblood – Thanked all for coming. Stated she concurred with all of 
Council and Administration. Stated she hopes all can review the letter that was read by Mr. 
Gonzalez. Commented that it was disappointing to receive this mailer as it does set the 
residents into turmoil. Stated she is thankful that it was answered quickly and thanked Mr. 
Gonzalez for his quick response. Thanked Councilman Gardner for the beautiful pictures 
from the Memorial Day event. Stated she also attended the event at the High School and it 
was amazing. Thanked everyone for coming out and asked that we all respect one another 
when we speak to each other and let all hear what is being said. Asked that all be treated 
with respect. Stated she knows everyone has concerns but asked that all remember that 
Council are also residents of this town and they do care about this town. Commented that 
the flowers at the triangle were beautiful. Stated she will see all in two weeks and to for all 
to get home safely.  
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 7:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Amy P. Cosnoski 

 
Amy P. Cosnoski, RMC, Township Clerk 


